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When the Swedish Instrument of Government was adopted in 1974, popular sovereignty and a 

strong Parliament (Riksdag) prevailed. The courts played a subordinate role, individual rights 

were less prominent, and constitutional cases were rarely adjudicated. Fifty years later, 

Sweden has moved from a separation of functions to a de facto separation of powers. Popular 

sovereignty remains firmly entrenched, but it has taken on a different meaning as a result of 

Sweden’s membership in the European Union (EU). In 2010, therefore, the Instrument of 

Government was reformed which strengthened the position of the Swedish courts. The 

significance of individual rights has also increased as a result of Sweden’s membership in the 

EU, the incorporation of the European Convention of Human Rights into Swedish law, and 

the expansion of Chapter 2 on Fundamental Rights and Freedoms in the Instrument of 

Government.  

This volume is a collaboration between Swedish and other Nordic researchers to celebrate the 

anniversary of the Swedish Instrument of Government. The events of our recent past, 

characterised by pandemics, terrorist threats and repressive legislation to deal with serious 

crime, demonstrate that Constitutional issues are even more relevant today than ever.  

Some of the contributors will briefly present their most important conclusions.  

The series Scandinavian Studies in Law is published by a non-profit trust. The first volume 

was presented in 1957 and to date almost 1000 articles have been published in the series. Find 

out more at scandinavianlaw.se. 
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https://stockholmuniversity.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YHbNPM0BQXOlXpf9qhompw


Programme 

 

 

9:00 – 9:05 Welcome Lydia Lundstedt 

9:05 – 9:10 The idea for the volume Karin Åhman 

9:10 – 9:30 Easy Come, Easy Go? - The 

Government Commissions of 

Inquiry as a Possible Additional 

Ex-ante Guarantor of 

Constitutional Compliance 

Jaan Paju, Associate professor of 

European law, Faculty of Law, 

Stockholm University (D) 

9:30 – 9:50  Constitutional Limits on 

Restrictions of Fundamental 

Rights: From legislative discretion 

to judicial balancing 

Carl Lebeck, Assistant professor of 

public law, Department of Law, 

Stockholm University 

9:50– 10:10 Some Reflections on Extended 

Judicial Review in Sweden after 

the Constitutional Reform in 2010 

Joakim Nergelius, Professor in 

constitutional law, University of Örebro 

(D) 

10:10-10:30 “Europeanisation” 

 

Claes Granmar, DIHR, LLD, Associate 

professor in European law Stockholm 

University, Faculty of Law  

10:30-10:50 Coffee break 

10:50-11:10 Is There a Swedish Constitutional 

Exceptionalism? 

Olof Wilske, Senior lecturer in 

constitutional law, Uppsala University 

(D) 

11:10-11:30 The Council of Europe in Defence 

of Democracy ~ Some Reflections 

Following the Reykjavik Summit 

2023 

Erik O. Wennerström, LL.D. (Uppsala), 

Judge elected in respect of Sweden with 

the European Court of Human Rights 

(D) 

11:30-11:50 A Legal Historical Approach to 

the Rules on the Distribution of 

Legislative Competence and the 

Question of Private or Public 

Andreas Knutsson, Doctoral candidate 

in Legal History, Faculty of Law, 

Stockholm University 

11:50-12:10 Adjudicating Election 

Irregularities in Iceland: 

Reviewing the  

role of Parliament following the 

2021 elections and  

Mugemangango v Belgium 

Kári Hólmar Ragnarsson, Assistant 

Professor, Faculty of Law, University of 

Iceland (D) 

12:10-12:30 Regular Powers are No Longer 

Enough” – Checks and Balances 

in Declaring a State of Emergency 

according to the Constitution of 

Finland 

Tuukka Brunila, Doctor of Social 

Sciences, Post-Doctoral Researcher, 

University of Turku, Faculty of Law  

 

D = digital 



 

 


